
The Maple River Instrumental Music program was 
awarded a grant from the AAA Foundation in the spring 
of 2017 to purchase four marching bass drums and a 
baritone sax. The grant also provided the additional 
funding needed to complete the purchase of a new 
vibraphone for the MS/HS band room.

The Maple River Marching Eagles continue to represent 
the communities of Amboy, Good Thunder, Mapleton, 
and Minnesota Lake around southern Minnesota during 
the summer months of June and July. This 60-member 
group of volunteers is comprised of students from 
grades 8-12 who enjoy performing music and shows for 
their hometowns and local communities such Madelia, 
North Mankato, and Janesville. The grant money was 
used to purchase new, light-weight Yamaha bass drums 
that are more versatile and manageable for younger 
students and smaller body frames. The AAA Foundation 
has now financed the drum line equipment for the 
Marching Eagles.

Under Ms. Michelle Roche’s direction, the HS Jazz 
Band continues to expand and enrollment numbers 
in the district’s band program are on the rise. The 
new baritone sax will make it possible to expand 
opportunities in both the Jazz Band and the MS 7-8 
Band, as well as provide the necessary  ‘color’ for a 
more complete sound.

In November 2015, the MS/HS band programs 
presented their annual Holiday Music and Book Fair at 
Barnes and Noble, Mankato. Proceeds from the book 
fair were donated back to the instrument fund of the 
band program. With an additional grant from the AAA 
Foundation, we were able to purchase a badly-needed 
mallet instrument called a vibraphone that is used in 
concert and jazz bands, as well as for ensemble and 
solo purposes for our student musicians.

It is critical that the arts continue to flourish in our rural 
school district. At a time when rural communities are 
seeking to retain and engage youth as well as maintain 
community vitality, the AAA Foundation is supporting 
endeavors that make extraordinary experiences 
available to students, parents, and community members.

AAA Foundation – Maple River Instrumental Music
– Mrs. Rebecca Carpenter, Director of Instrumental Music 6-12, Maple River Schools.

The direct link to the Maple River site is:
www.nfhsnetwork.com/schools/ maple-river-high-school-mapleton-mn



How Does The AAA Foundation 
Manage The Funds We Receive?
The Maple River AAA Foundation uses your contributions for two 
specific purposes. A portion of contributions will go towards current 
year grants to support the Maple River School District. The benefits 
of these funds are immediately seen by teachers and students. Just as 
important is what we do with the remaining fund, which is invested 
and managed by the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF). 
On an annual basis, the AAA Foundation is able to use 5% of the 
endowment fund for grants to our school. With your help, we will be 
able to create a fund that will be used to benefit our district for many 
years to come.

Past Funded Projects
•  Ready for Kindergarten Classes
• Breakfast Book Club
•  Drama Club Storage & Shelving Backstage
• Roche Carpenter
• Guest Conductor
• Eagle Card Kids
•    Maple River 1st Grade Science
  & Social Studies Videos
•  Digital Scales for Science Department
• Art Projector
•  Writing Pen for Special Education 

Department
• Band Uniforms
• Video and Media Lab
•  Robotics Kits for High School Science

• Project Wisdom
• Exchange City
•  Math Department Audio & Visual Equipment
•  High School Gymnasium Score Board 

Sponsor
• Portable Sound System
• SMART Board in Band Room
• Kindergarten Activity Bags
•  NHS Kayak Initiative
•  Sound System update in AAA Auditorium
• MasterPiece Art Program
• Chemistry Supplies
• Kindergarten CD Books
• Accelerated Reading Program
•  Laptops for Speech Competition

•  “The Leader in Me” Teacher Curriculum
• Webstreaming (I-High Cam/Computer)
• C horal Folders
•  Analytic and Forensic Chemistry Supplies
•  Middle School Science Laboratory Stations
•  Landscaping Unit for the Agricultural 

Department
• Nook E-Readers
• Art Supplies
• Middle School Play Props
•  Balls, lockers, and bags for youth basketball
•  2 piccolos for the high school band
•  Science Supplies & Dry Ice Machine
• Batting Cages Equipment
• Activity Fee Reimbursement

Grants Approved For This Year Are:
1)  $1,656 to Laura Walser for Ready for K Camp

2)  $627 to Chris Werner for Reading Development

3)  $1,500 to Brian Schoneck for Youth Football Goal Posts 

4)  $1,500 to Bisel/Rengstorf for Art Educator

5) $3,675 to Carpenter/Roche for 1 Baritone Sax

6) $2,400 to Carpenter/Roche for New Vibraphone  

7) $2,170 to Carpenter/Roche for Bass Drum   

8) $3,000 to Jason Willis for Canoe trailer

9) $1,500 (Splitt 4 ways) to Basketball for Dr. Dish

The AAA Foundation has funded the Reading Connection and the Home and School Connection 
monthly newsletters this year. Wonderful ideas each month are sent home with all our 
elementary children in Kindergarten through 5th grade.

We realize that today’s parents are often so busy and overwhelmed that it’s difficult for them 
to take the time to get involved in their children’s education. The newsletters use short articles 
and illustrations that offer helpful suggestions parents can incorporate into their daily lives. From 
September through May, readers get practical, age-appropriate tips and ideas that today’s busy 
families can use to improve school success, boost the home and school partnership, enhance 
parenting skills, build positive character traits and develop healthy eating and fitness habits.

A quote from a Good Thunder parent: “My child and I did the Winter Theme Book about 
Penguins.

My son thought it was very informative and fun to read. I thought it was cool since it had a 
dictionary with the story to give extended definitions about different aspects of the story. In this 
case, the different types of penguins.”

A quote from the editors of the magazine, “In our research, we’ve found that if it takes more 
than one to two minutes, busy parents won’t read the informations not matter how valuable it is. 
This newsletter is hits the mark with practical ideas.”

Reading Connection | Home and School Connection
– Article submitted by Christine Werner - MR East & West Title I Teacher



The Maple River AAA Foundation
would like to congratulate the

2017 Maple River
AAA Award Winners

The Maple River AAA Foundation 
congratulates the inductees on all their accomplishments.

The 2017 Hall of Fame Class will be in the 2017 Homecoming 
Parade, introduced at the Homecoming Football game and formerly 

inducted on Saturday, September 23, 2017.

Nominations for the Hall of Fame can be made by anyone 
or any association by simply downloading the 

application from our website at

www.MapleRiverAAAFoundation.org

The application and website will 
include information eligibility and criteria.

The graph shows the funds
that have been distributed
by the foundation during

the last eleven years.

Maple River AAA
Foundation Funding

Jan 1, 2005 - Feb 29 , 2017 

Anna Doering and Noah Decker
were chosen as this year’s recipients based on their

excellence in Arts, Academics and Athletics.

Maple River AAA Hall of 
Fame Announced

The Maple River AAA Foundation announced the Maple River 
AAA Hall of Fame Classes of 2017. The AAA Hall of Fame was 
created to give special recognition to people who have made 
significant contributions to Maple River Schools in the area of 
Academics, Arts, or Athletics. Each year a selection committee 
will review submissions and choose those individuals who they 
feel best represents Maple River Excellence.  A display case will 
be created at the high school to honor these individuals.

Jon Quade

MaryBeth Olson

Randy Olson

Kathy Sohre

Nordaas American Home
Mike and Pat Redig Academics

$86,845

Athletics
$12,357
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$51,342

Academics
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Arts
$51,342

Dr. Dish
The Dr. Dish machine 
has helped our 
program immensely.  In 
the short time we have 
had it (it wasn’t able 
to get here until end 
of July), our student-
athletes have had a 
chance to use it plenty.  
The machine allows 
direct feedback to the 
players with makes/
misses of baskets as 
well as percentage of 
makes.  It also allows 
for multiple programs 
to be run depending on the abilities of the shooter.  The biggest 
skill it will work on is shooting and muscle memory for that.  
It allows a huge number of shots to be taken within a very 
short period of time.  Our program usually shoots at 100 shot 
increments.  This happens in 8-10 minutes depending on the 
program.  Without this machine, that would take 30-60 minutes 
depending on the shooter.  Now, no matter what, we can have 
more kids shoot in a given time period.  We help kids of all ages 
use this machine from as young as 5th grade to the varsity level.  
We look forward to incorporating this machine to help with 
practice as well.  It is a huge upgrade for our program and will 
allow our players to help maximize their potential. 
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 THE GOAL OF THE FOUNDATION IS TO:
•  Provide an educational experience not provided in the curriculum.
•  Provide every student with the opportunities to develop their full potential.
•  Develop lifelong attitudes in the areas of Academics, Arts, and Athletics.
•   Provide leadership and emotional skills that help develop well-rounded 

student citizens.

NHS Canoes and Kayaks

For the past fifteen years, members of National Honor Society have made 
an annual trip down the Blue Earth River, where they are forced to work 
together as a team as well as problem solve all sorts of real life problems.  
This past year, thanks to the generosity of the AAA foundation, NHS was 
able to purchase a 6-canoe trailer.  Through the years, one of the biggest 
difficulties in organizing the trip was to get enough vehicles to transport the 
6-10 canoes needed t transport a group of over twenty.  Now, with a single 
vehicle, six canoes capable of holding up to 18 students can be hauled by a 

single vehicle.  Not only does this help NHS, but it also supports the Maple 
River community.  NHS is willing to offer its canoe rack and 5 kayaks to any 
other organization looking to share an experience on the river.  Over the 
summer, the Maple River FCA used these canoes and trailer for their own 
trip.  The kayaks and trailer are also available to the Advanced Phy Ed class 
for their water safety unit.  If you have a group interested in either the kayaks 
or trailers, contact Jason Willis (jwillis@isd2135.org)



PLATINUM $1,000
Mapleton Chamber
 of Commerce

Palmer Bus Service

Protein Sources LLP

Ethel Townsend

GOLD $500
AgStar Financial Services

Jay & Dr. Carolyn Becker

SILVER $250
Dan and Amy Anderson*

Jeff & Linda Annis*

Don Berkland*

John & Sue Burman*

Creekside Ag Services LLC

Pat & Kris Duncanson

Ken & Jerelyn Eckhardt*

Mark & Suzy FitzSimmons

Hawk Alarm Systems

John Hollerich

SILVER $250 (cont.)

Dave & Sarah Keller

Kris Madsen*

Maple River Athletic
 Booster Club

Pioneer Bank

Willis Schoeb*

Rich & Kathy Sohre

Stevens Seed Farm

Mike & Jill Swehla

Syngenta Seeds

Trio Farms – Dave & Jody

Matt & Sue Nowak*

BRONZE $100
Lois (Gau) Akkerman

All Pets Medicine

Cliff & Marcie Anderson*

Boening Brothers
 Construction Service

Rick & Chriss Boertje

BRONZE $100 (cont.)

Boesch Insurance Agency

Steve & Peg Breiter*

Bremer Bank

Owen & Theresa Dickey

Alan & Krista Doering

Royce & Sharon Doering

Hank & Joanie Gieneart*

Gregor Tiling

Neal & Shelli Grover

Amy & Glen Huber*

Larry & Maureen Hollerich*

Jake & Ruth Jacobson

Kaduce Tire

KBEW/Country 98

Ann Langworthy*

Joel & Mary Ellen Larson*

Rob & Sarah McGregor*

Matt & Sue Nowak*

Bill & Lyda Osdoba*

Ben & Nona Pederson*

Cathy & Ron Schroeder*

BRONZE $100 (cont.)

Dan & Teresa Sohre

Dean & Laureen Sohre*

Joe & Jamie Sohre

John & Sybil Solting*

Renee & Al Sonnek*

Spotlight Dance

Matt & Brenda Stoltzman*

Surdy Psychological
 Services LLC

Jim & Arleen Swanson*

T&R Welding LLC

John & Sandy Treanor

Paula U’Ren

Jola Walker

Dave & Roberta Ward

Christine Werner*

Mapleton Women’s
 Study Club

* Denotes past or current 

Maple River Staff


